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JGR-Planets is dedicated to the publication of new and
original research in the broad field of planetary science.
Manuscripts concerning planetary geology, geophysics,
geochemistry, atmospheres, and dynamics are appropri-
ate for the journal when they increase knowledge about
the processes that affect Solar System objects. Manuscripts
concerning other planetary systems, exoplanets or Earth
are welcome when presented in a comparative planetol-
ogy perspective. Studies in the field of astrobiology will be
considered when they have immediate consequences for
the interpretation of planetary data. JGR-Planets does not
publish manuscripts that deal with future missions and
instrumentation, nor those that are primarily of an
engineering interest. Instrument, calibration or data
processing papers may be appropriate for the journal, but
only when accompanied by scientific analysis and inter-
pretation that increases understanding of the studied
object. A manuscript that describes a new method or
technique would be acceptable for JGR-Planets if it con-
tained new and relevant scientific results obtained using
the method. Review articles are generally not appropriate
for JGR-Planets, but they may be considered if they form an
integral part of a special issue.
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Cover. In this issue, Mazarico et al. [DOI: 10.1002/2014JE004675] present maps of the gravity field of Mercury derived
from the analysis of the radio tracking data acquired by the MESSENGER spacecraft. Overlaid on a mosaic obtained by
MESSENGER’s Mercury Dual Imaging System and illuminated with a shape model determined from stereo-photoclinom-
etry, the gravity anomalies are shown in false color. Red tones indicate mass concentrations, centered on the Caloris
basin (center) and the Sobkou region (right limb). Such large-scale gravitational anomalies are signatures of subsurface
structure and evolution. The north pole is near the top of the sunlit area. See pp. 2417-2436. Credit: NASA/Goddard
Space Flight Center Science Visualization Studio/Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory/Carnegie
Institution of Washington.





